Show of hands: how many of you know what materials are banned from North Carolina landfills?  No, you can’t reference Google.  I’m going to take a guess and say not many of you can recite the entire list, so let me enlighten you. Starting this October, 12 materials will be on the landfill ban list, which can be found within N.C. General Statute§130A-309.10(f) (see http://www.p2pays.org/ref/38/37984.pdf). The first items were banned beginning in 1989 and the list grew from there. The current landfill ban list includes:
Aluminum cans

Antifreeze

Appliances

Beverage containers from ABC permitted facilities

Lead-acid batteries

Motor oil

Oyster shells

Scrap tires

Yard waste

Chances are you deal with only one of these materials on a regular basis: aluminum cans (better luck next time, oyster shells). Aluminum cans have been banned from landfills since 1994. Although the ban has been in place for 15 years, only half of all aluminum cans generated in North Carolina are recycled.
On October 1, 2009, three new materials will be banned from landfills: wooden pallets, motor oil filters and plastic bottles. At least 95 percent of North Carolina residents have access to some type of plastic bottle recycling through local government programs. Unfortunately, North Carolinians currently recycle only 18 percent of PET plastic bottles. And if you buy your calendars in 36 month increments like I do, put a circle around January 1, 2011. That’s when televisions and computer equipment will be added to the list of banned landfill items. 
You might be wondering why there is a need for landfill bans. In many cases, the banned materials are hazardous to our health and environment. Improper disposal of some substances could contaminate soil, surface water or drinking water. Can you imagine what kind of cocktail our drinking water would be if we threw away used oil, antifreeze and lead-acid batteries alongside our non-hazardous waste? In other cases, throwing away the product is like throwing away money. North Carolina throws away $115,483,600 in aluminum cans and plastic bottles alone each year! Imagine what we could do with all that cabbage!
Congratulations! You’re officially informed about North Carolina’s landfill bans. Now put it to good use: recycle! 

If you’d like to learn even more about all the current and upcoming state landfill bans, please visit http://p2pays.org/BannedMaterials/. 
