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Which of these things are òwaste?ó

http://www.mineralmilling.com/img/BeerV.jpg
http://easyweb.easynet.co.uk/~iany/patterns/images/oyster.jpg
http://parts.donjacobsscion.com/images/oil_filter_white.jpg
http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/EHSRM/HAZPHOTO/antifreeze_s.jpg


Short History of Disposal Bans

ÅSenate Bill 111 in 1989:  first disposal bans on lead acid 

batteries, used oil, tires, yard waste, and white goods in G.S. 

130A-309.10 (f)

ÅAluminum can ban and antifreeze added by Senate Bill 59 in 

1993 (can ban effective in 1994).

ÅSenate Bill 59 also added:

òThe accidental or occasional disposal of small amounts of 

prohibited solid waste by landfill or incineration shall not be 

construed as a violation of subsections (f) or (f1) of this section.ó



History of Disposal Bans, cont.

ÅIn 2005, Representative Joe Hackney sponsored H1465 and 

H1518:

ïH1518 required certain ABC permit holders to recycle beverage 

containers  and included a disposal ban on those containers ðeffective 

1/1/08

ïH1465 banned the disposal of wooden pallets, oil filters, oyster shells, 

and òrigid plastic containers,ó defined to mean bottles, effective 

10/1/2009

ïOyster shells ban subsequently accelerated to 1/1/2007.



Some Key Details on H1465 and More 

Ban History

·Wooden pallets entering C&D landfills exempt from ban ð

however, only C&D waste can enter C&D landfills, so only 

C&D generated pallets are exempt.

·Plastic bottle ban excludes motor oil and pesticide bottles.

·In 2007, S1492 banned computer equipment from disposal, 

effective 1/1/2012.

·In 2008, H819 added televisions to the bans  and made the 

date for both TVs and computers:  1/1/2011



Observation on the Bans

·Main difference between early and later bans:

Problematic Wastes vs. Commodities

·Electronics ban a combination of both concerns.



The òCommodityó case for the 2009 

Bans ðWooden Pallets

Wooden pallets have a solid hierarchy of end uses:  reuse, repair, 

mulch, compost, fuel, and some value-added products.

Pallet recycling industry extremely healthy in North Carolina.

Pallets easily combinable with yard waste management efforts.

Generators have good source reduction and reuse options.



The Pallet Industry in NC

77 different pallet markets in the NC Directory of Markets 

for Recyclable Materials ðand thatõs not all there are!

NC State study and DPPEA jobs studies indicate pallet 

recycling employs well over 1,000 people statewide.

Additional companies depend on pallet feedstock: 

commercial composters, mulch manufacturers, and 

industrial burners.



The òCommodityó case for the 2009 

Bans ðOil Filters

Steel and oil in filters highly marketable with long-standing end-

uses.

Every recycler of oil also recycles filters.

Filter recycling is a competitive market place in North Carolina.

Additional case for filters: residual oil in filters

ÁFrom 2 to 8 oz of oil in a discarded filter

ÁIf only about half of the 14 million filters generated are being 

recycled, as much as 250,000 gallons of oil  are entering NC 

landfills.





The òCommodityó case for the 2009 

Bans ðPlastic Bottles

ÅPlastic bottle demand rising worldwide.

ïBroad range of product applications.

ïDomestic capacity fighting with China for supply.

ïLong-term rise in petroleum/natural gas costs will keep driving 

reliance on PCR (post-consumer resin).

ÅSoutheast particularly rich in bottle plastic processing and end-use.

ÅCarolinas becoming òground zeroó for PET recycling in U.S.



Snapshot of In-state and Nearby Plastics Bottle 

Processing and End-use Capacity

Mohawk 

Carpet, GA

225 million 

lbs, PET
NUURC (Coke)

130 million lbs, PET

Blue Ridge

Mixed plastic bottles

Plastics Revolutions

75 million lbs, HDPE

Envision

72 million lbs, HDPE

Recycle America

120 million lbs, mixed 

bottles

New Horizons

84 million lbs, PET

Clear Path Recycling

280 million lbs, PET

KW Plastics, AL

250 million lbs, HDPE

Custom Polymers, AL  (headquarters in NC)

50 Million lbs, PET

Crumpler Plastic Pipe

16 million lbs, HDPE

Engineered Resins

20 million lbs, HDPE

Unifi

Southeastern Container

Spectrum Yarns

Signode, KY

Samuel Strapping

PET



Plastic Bottle Recycling Capacity 

vs. NC generation and recovery

Å1.097 billion lbs of HDPE reclamation capacity in the U.S.

ïUtilization only 69%

ÅEnd-use capacity for PET in 11 southeastern states: 1.439 

billion lbs per pear

ÅGeneration of all plastic bottles in NC per year:

ï288 million lbs.

ïRecovery rate of local programs: 16%  

Å44.6 million lbs.



Summary 

ÅDisposal bans a long-standing feature of NC solid waste 

legislative activity.

ÅGeneral Assembly paying attention more and more to the 

commodity aspect of bans:

ïDemonstrated markets and capacity help state reach its waste 

reduction goals.

ïJob and business creation from material recovery becoming 

paramount.

ïProven ability of public and private sector recovery efforts make 

bans easier to implement.





Guidance for Local Governments 

Regarding the Bans 


