[DATE]
To the Editor:

[COMMUNITY] residents should be aware of the upcoming plastic bottle landfill disposal ban going into effect October 1 of this year. This statewide ban prohibits any recyclable plastic bottle from entering a North Carolina landfill. Motor oil bottles and pesticide containers are excluded.
This ban is not intended to penalize those who put a plastic bottle in the trash, but to remind North Carolinians about the consequences of all those bottles entering the waste stream. According to the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance, each year more than 2.4 billion plastic bottles are sent to North Carolina landfills. Not only does this prematurely fill our landfills, it also takes away from the 14,000 North Carolinians who work in the recycling industry. 
It is easy to recycle your plastic bottles in [COMMUNITY] through [CURBSIDE/DROPOFF/BOTH] recycling programs offered. Let’s make [COMMUNITY] a recycling leader of plastic bottles in North Carolina. 
[DATE]
To the Editor: On Oct. 1, 2009 the statewide landfill disposal ban on plastic bottles will go into effect. This means if you have an empty plastic bottle, you are obligated to place it in a recycling bin. While I doubt the recycling police will be peeking into your trash come October, this does not mean [COMMUNITY] residents should disregard this ban. A quick search on the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance’s Web site shows that plastic bottle recycling is important to North Carolina’s economy and ecology. For example, did you know that a plastic bottle in North Carolina can be collected, broken down, made into a new bottle, filled with a beverage and redistributed throughout the state without ever having to leave the Carolinas? Also, did you know that every week North Carolinians throw away enough plastic bottles to line the Outer Banks 28 times? [COMMUNITY] and the rest of our state deserve better than that. 
It’s easy to recycle your plastic bottles in [COMMUNITY] through [CURBSIDE/DROPOFF/BOTH] recycling programs offered. Let’s make [COMMUNITY] a recycling leader of plastic bottles in North Carolina. 

