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PLASTIC BOTTLES ADDED TO STATEWIDE LANDFILL BAN LIST
October 2009 Ban to Join Growing List Including Aluminum Cans
(City) – (Organization) reminds the public that plastic bottles are officially prohibited from entering any North Carolina landfill beginning in October. Plastic bottles join aluminum cans, which have been banned since 1994, as items that must be recycled. 
[Quote from local official]

“The recycling cycle consists of three parts, hence the 3 arrows,” said Kelley Dennings, education and outreach coordinator for the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance. “The first arrow represents collection, the second arrow is for processing/remanufacturing and the third arrow is for buying recycled content products. All of these steps need to happen for the recycling cycle to work.” 

Step one of the plastics cycle begins by placing a plastic bottle in a recycling bin. The collected material is taken to a materials recovery facility, or MRF, like (insert local MRF and location). At the MRF material is separated by type and plastic bottles are sorted by density and compressed into large bales. These bales can weigh more than 1,000 lbs. and contain up to 7,000 bottles. 
Processing the collected bottles is step two of the cycle. Many bottles in North Carolina head to NURRC in South Carolina, where the plastic bottles are ground into tiny bits of plastic or “flake.” The flake is then washed in a process called UnPET where the top layer of flake is removed. This clean flake takes only a fraction of the energy needed to create virgin plastic pellets. The flake is sent to a container processor, like Southeastern Container Inc. in Enka where the flake is molded back into bottles. Some of these plastic bottles are sent to Coca-Cola Bottling Co. in Charlotte.

The final step of the plastics cycle falls back to the consumer. Filled Coca-Cola bottles are distributed to stores across the state to be bought and recycled again. 
“Placing a plastic bottle in a recycling bin is just the first step of many within the plastics cycle,” said Dennings, “The plastics cycle can only work with consumer participation.”
For more information on items banned from landfills please contact DPPEA at (919) 715-6500 or (800) 763-0136. You can also visit the Web site at www.p2pays.org. For a graphic of this recycle loop, please visit www.RE3.org. 
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