Draft news release

COMPOSTING REDUCES GLOBAL WARMING – YOU CAN HELP
 (Insert Town) – With spring right around the corner, the (organization, etc.) encourages us all to start composting our organic waste.  Composting is a simple and effective way our community can help reduce greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change.
The more garbage we throw into our trash, the more is dumped into our landfills.  
“Because air cannot filter through a landfill, it is considered to be an anaerobic condition,” said Brian Rosa, organic specialist with the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance.    “This causes organic matter within the landfill to decompose over time and produce methane, a greenhouse gas that is 72 times the potency of carbon dioxide over a 20-year period.” 
This buildup of methane in a landfill is then released into the atmosphere.  By reducing our contribution to global warming through composting, which in turn reduces methane emission and the amount of waste in our landfills, we can help slow the negative effects of climate change and decrease greenhouse gas levels to a more natural state. 
“Composting is an aerobic process, using air-flow to help decompose the matter without producing nearly as much methane as a landfill,” said Rosa.  “Not only does composting reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but it also produces a byproduct of nutrient-rich soil that can be used to fertilize farmland, yards and gardens.”
(Insert quote from your organization here)
Beginning a backyard composting site is easy and does not require excessive maintenance. To start, a compost bin can be made or purchased, or for more space, a designated area of your yard can be used for a compost pile.  
The key to successful composting is to keep the compost in a warm, moist environment and maintain a balance of carbons and nitrogen-rich material, also called the “browns” and “greens,” respectively.   After the organic material is fully decomposed, the composted material can be used as mulch, soil amendment or potting mix for an all-natural fertilizer.  
For additional composting information, please visit the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance Web site at:  http://p2pays.org/compost/.  

###
Possible quote ideas:

· Compost bin sale or demonstration
· From community members who compost – garden benefits, waste reduction benefits, organic process – no need for commercial pesticides or fertilizer






