Draft news release

RECYCLING HELPS TO DECREASE CLIMATE CHANGE

Do your part

(Insert Town) – With climate change occurring at a swift pace, the (organization, etc.) calls on you to help save and restore our planet through recycling and composting.   Recycling not only reduces our reliance on natural resources, but it also saves energy and reduces greenhouse gas emissions.
Every time a new product is made from raw materials, large amounts of energy are consumed.  Recycling products helps decrease the amount of energy it takes to produce these items.  For example, using recycled aluminum scraps to make aluminum cans uses 95 percent less energy than making aluminum cans from bauxite ore.  Another example is steel, which uses 75 percent less energy to make recycled steel than steel produced from iron ore.  Less energy translates to fewer fossil fuels burned, decreasing the amount of carbon dioxide, a major greenhouse gas, being released into the atmosphere.

“Greenhouse gases are gases that trap heat in the atmosphere,” said Kelley Dennings, education and outreach project manager with the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance.  “Many are present naturally, but excessive amounts can cause harmful effects on the environment. Human activity has contributed to the rise of greenhouse gases, most commonly in the form of carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and fluorinated gases.”  
Landfills are the largest human-made contributor of methane into the atmosphere.  Methane, a gas 72 times more potent than carbon dioxide (CO2) over the course of 20 years, is slowly released from landfills when organic waste decomposes inside a sealed landfill with no air.  There are methods for decreasing methane emissions, though none of them are perfect.  Flaring, or burning methane, still produces CO2 as a by-product.  Capturing methane to convert into energy can capture as little as 20 percent of methane emissions.
(Insert quote from your organization here)
The best methods to reduce greenhouse gases are composting and reducing waste all together. Composting is essentially recycling organic, decomposable and biodegradable waste into nutrient rich soil that can be used to fertilize yards and gardens.  The process allows air to help decompose waste, so it reduces the amount of methane released, as well as reducing the amount of trash going to our landfills.
While climate change may not be an immediate threat, it has the potential to negatively impact our planet.  Rising temperatures can cause changes in ecosystems and disease patterns, sea level rise and increased extreme weather events, among other effects.  

Now is the time to be proactive and do our part to limit our waste production and energy consumption by recycling, and as a result we can limit our contribution to climate change.
Visit http://recyclemorenc.org for more information. 

###
Possible quote ideas:
· Recycling locations for community use

· Local landfill utilizes methane to run boilers at a nearby manufacturing plant

· Compost bin sale or demonstration







